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President, ITF

King Cup by Gainbridge Play-off tie bebween Serbis and Ro-
mania in Kraijeve We are looking forward to two great days

of tennis, with eight ties taking place around the word this week-
emnd —as well as the Billie Jean King Cup Finals evrrently happen-
img in Sevile. with 12 teams bidding to be crowmed world
champions for 2023.
The Billie Jean King Cop is the women's world cup of tennis.
Founded in 1963, it has grown to become the largest international
team competition im women's spork with 134 nations entered this
year.
Formerdy known as the Fed Cup, this his teric competition was re-
named in honour of Bilfie Jean King in 2020 - a ftting tribute to
an individieal wha, in addition to being one of the game's all-time
greats. has been 2 champion for equality and has fooght discrim-
ination in all its forms throoghout her life. M is the first time a
major global leam competition ks been named after a woman,
representing a lrndmark moment for spor.
This weekend, the teams competing in the Billie Jean King Cup
Play-offs are bidding to reach the 2024 Duakfiers — amd a victory
im that round will see the teams advance to the 2023
Fimals and have a chance to batthe for the famous tro-
piry in the Biflie Jean King Cup's GOth anniversary yoar.

' I gives me great pleasure o welcome you to this Billie Jean
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However, Billie Jean King Cup by Gainbridge goes well beyond
the elite levelof the competition. I is also the story of the 134
nations who took part across six continen ts in this global tour-
nament that spans three regionnl levels beyond the Finals,
Qualifiers and Play-offs. In every malch, players take pride in
paying for something higger than themselves, representing
their commtry with the dream of their nation progressing from
regionallevel all the way Lo Finals. Billie Jean King Cup i 2 vital
tool far developing our sport in all these countries and deliver-
ing tennis for fulure generations.

I would like to pay tribete to all Bilie Jean King Cup sponsors
and partners, incleding our title sponsor Sainbridge Inserance
Agency. Through this partoers hip. women and men will be paid
equivalent prizz money for competing at the Billie lean King
Cup and Davis Cop Finaks in 2023, which is an important step
towards schievirg our ambition of closing the gender pay gap
at all levels of the competition. We would also fke torecognise
Microsoft, Tory Burch and Mage!lan, all of whom plyy an impor-
tant role in helping owr competition be the best it can be.

| would akso like to extend my gratitude to the Serbian Tennis
Federation for their organisation of this tie and to the players
and sepport staff from both teams who give so moch throegh-
oul the year to make the Billie jean King Cup such a special
competition. Enjoy the tennis!

David Haggert ]r
ITF President
10C Member
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She fouglt for a level field.

Now, we're following her lead.
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— "EH‘II’ﬁ".]éE.rTHing made a brighter
future for women in-sports Naw,
weTe doing the same m linanca—

: Wwarking o develop investments
dosigned specifically for women's
urvcgue refirement needs.
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President, STF

TENISKI
SAVEZ
SRBIJE

ear Friends, welcome to Kralj-
evo, and the 2023 Billie Jean
King Cup playoffs tie AIR Serbia
Billie Jean King Cup Team Ser-
bia Vs Romania. On behalf of the
Serbian Tennis Federation, we are honored to
host this event in Serbia, and delighted to be
working with the ITF on imple menting such an
important event of the annual tennis calendar,
bringing together the tennis players from two
neighbaring, friendly countries.
Established in 1963 as the Federation Cup, then
Fed Cup, the Billie Jean King Cup - the women's
World Cup of Tennis - is the largest annual in-
ternational women's team competition in sport
Serbia is a country with a rich tradition in
women's tennis. We gave to the world three
number ones on the WTA list, Monika Seles, Ana
Ivanovic and Jelena Jankowié. Our national team
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Mirko Pelrovic

was the vice-champion of the Fed Cup in 2012,
Now, with some new forces for the future, for
the New century of Serbian tennis, we want to
return to where we belong, at the very top of
women's world tennis. There's no better op-
portunity to do that than the Billie Jean King
Cup.

Enjoy the spectacle, directed by Serbian and

Romanian tennis players!
Mirko PETROVIC

STF President

Mo Taspebuk _0 5
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Play-off SRB - ROU

Message From | History AIR SERBIA Billie Jean King
David Haggerty Of Competition BJKC Team Serbia Cup Team Romania
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MIRKO PETROVIC 5 HISTORY OF STF 9 THE WORLD CUP 20 | DRAW BOARD 78
President, Serbian Tennis is the way of live OF TENNIS | The official draw
Tennis Federation in Serbia. Billie Jean King Cup 2023 ' ceremony will be held on

Finals ' November 9
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History
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he Billie Jean King Cup. formedy

known as Federation Cup (1963

1395) and Fed Cup (1995-2020), was
launched in 1963 to celebrate the 50th an
niversary of the International Tennis Feder-
ation OTF). &t is now the world’s largest
annual international team competition in
women's sport, with a record 100 nations
competing in 2022
The idea for the competition can be traced
back to 1919, when Mrs Harzel Hotchkiss
Wightman came up with the concept for a
women's team event. When this was re
jected, she instead presented a trophy in
1523 for an annual contest belween USA
and Great Britain who were at that time the
strongest tennisplaying nations. Mrs Nell
Hopman, wife of the legendary Australian
Davis Cup captainHamy Hopman, later took
up Wightman's original idea.
In 962 when a Brtish resident of USA,
Mary Hardwick Hare, presented a dossier
proving that sup part for such an event was
overwhelming, the ITF was persuaded toor
ganise a team championship played over
one week in a different venue each year. It
had taken 40 years for Wightman's concept
of awomen's version of Davis Cup to be

comea reality.

ThelTF, the world governing body of tennis,
|aunched the Federation Cup in 1963 to cel
ebrate the organisation’s 50th anniversary.
Open to all nations. not just LISA and Great
Britain, the much awalted competition be-
came a resounding success.
Thecompetition was rebranded in 2020 to
align with a global icon who has dedicated
herlife Lo fighting injustice, inequality and

|
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discrimination in all forms.

A champion on the court and a pioneer off
it King's values and beliets epitomise the
ethos of a tournament that has evolved to
become the larpest team competition in
women's sport and now boasts the biggest
annual prize fund in women's team sports.
Billie Jean King achievements in winning
the tourram ent 2 combined 10 times - a5 &-
thera playeror a captain

History

he history of tennis in the Balkans
T starts in the early 80s of the 153th

century. and it remains recorded in
photographs.In the year 1878, the first com-
petitions were held, a competition called
the Szeged Vineyards, and in addition to
temnis, athletes competed in fencing. horse
riding running and wrestling Since then,
until today. in Palié, as well as in Substica
temnis has a rich tradition.
The tounding assembly was held on August
27,1922 in Zagreb, in the Aatna Knina taw
ern in Gajeva Street number 12 Zagreh,
then the strongest center of tennis in Yu-
goslavia, was chosen as the seal of the YU
GOSLOVENIAN TENNIS ASSOCIATION.
Mlready in 1526, the Federation registered a
national team to play in the Davis Cup, s0
history records that Yugoslavia played its
first match in May 1927 against India in Za
grieh.
The history of our tennis from 1946 to the
present is turbulent. Regardiess of political
geographic d ivisions and numerous system
changes, from the Fed eral People’s Republic
to Socialism, thencivil war and separation,
first to FR Yugoslavia, then to Serbia and
Montenegro, until today when Serbia is a

|
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SERBIAN TENNIS FEDERATION

separate entity, but tennis has endured all
turbulences and results werenot absent.

In the period from 2007 to 2084, Serhiabe-
came a superpower in every respect. As
many as four players in the seniorcompeti
tion reached the number 1 position in the
warld (Novak Dokovic, Ana lvanovid, kelena
Jankovic, Nenad Zimonjié). and as a team

)

the Davis Cup national team climbed to the
podium in 2010 by winning against France
i the final.

Twao years later, the women's team reached
the title of vic e-champion, thus rounding off
aperiod that is rightly considered tobe the
greatest in the history of tennis in our re-
glon
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NATALDA LOLA
STEVANOVIC RADIVOJEVIC

Date of birth Date of birth
July 25th 1994 January 2nd 2005

WTA singles ranking WTA singles ranking
190 273

WTA doubles ranking WTA doubles ranking
278 608

Best singles ranking Best singles ranking
145 244

Best doubles ranking Best doubles ranking
196 427

Carier sinles titles Carier sinles titles

Carirer doubles titles Carirer doubles titles

RADIVO JEVIC

13
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KATARINA MIA
KOZAROV RISTIC

Date of birth Date of birth
May 1st 1998 May 17th 2006

WTA singles ranking WTA singles ranking
315 325

WTA doubles ranking WTA doubles ranking
335 =

Best singles ranking Best singles ranking
312 307

Best doubles ranking Best doubles ranking
288

Carier sinles titles Carier sinles titles

Carirer doubles titles Carirer doubles titles
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ALEKSANDRA DUSAN
KRUNIC VEMIC

Date of birth Date of birth
March 15th 1993 June 17th 1976

WTA singles ranking Captain
751 since 2020

WTA doubles ranking Pro
874 1995-2011

Best singles ranking Best singles ranking
39 146 (2008)

Best doubles ranking Best doubles ranking

35 31 (2009)

Carier sinles titles Carier sinles titles

1

Carirer doubles titles . Carirer doubles titles
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Holiday Resort

Hotel Pegaz Holiday
Resort, smesten u
Vrnjackoj Banji pruza
sve sto vam je
potrebno za beg iz
gradske vreve i guzve.

Kontakt:
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recepci@hotelpegaz.com

www hotelpegazrcom
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THE \WORLD CUP
OF TENNIS
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First 5 adults only hotel in Belgrade

e
YOUR PERSONAL ,%%ﬁﬁ EXPERIENCE

+381.11 7777 100

Venizelosova 54, Doréol
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JAQUELINE CRISTIAN

BJKCT Romania BJKCT Romania

ROMANIAN TENNIS FEDERATION

ennis in Romania has deep mots,
dating back tothe establishment of
the first clubs in 1864, marking the
beginning of a national passion for this eke-
gant and intricate sport. In this landscape,
the Romanian Tennisfedertion (RTH has
become the central hub coordimating and
promating this love for tennds in our coun

contributing fo the diversity and vitality of
amateur tennis in the country.

RTF is not merely a passive supporter for
tennis enthusiasts, but also an active pro-
moler of competitions. With over 450 an-
nual compelitions under its ausplces, the
Romanian Tennis Federation provides plat
forms for players of all ages and skill levels

Wilh an impressive track record, RTF is rec.
ognized as the national authorityin tennis
With its exceplional expertise, ATF proudly
mepresents Romanta inall intemational fed
erations and assoclabions related to tennis
It nat anly provides a platform for Roman-
Ian players fo shine intemationally but ako
promotes the image of owr country.

try. to challenge themselves and enhance thetr  In concliusion, the Romanian Tennis Federa
With hondreds of affiliated clubs, RTF  abilties tion & not merely an organization: itis a
stands as the driving force behind the de-  Simultaneously, tonnks Is much more than  dedicated, passionate, and dymamic com

velopment of tennis in Romania. The organ-
ization proudly boasts over 3,000 licensed
players, each representing dedication and
mastery in this wonderful sport Addition-
ally, there is an impressive communily of
over 25,000 amateur players, sgnificantly

hust asport: itis an excellent means to pro.
mote health and wellbang Regslar tennis
practice confributes to improved cardio.
vaseu lar capacity, coardination, and fhexi
bility, thereby promating an active and
balanced lifestyle

munity, encouraging every stroke, every
point, and every victory, Witha glorlous his
tory and a bright future, RTF continues its
misson to make tennis accessible md in
spiring for all romanians, simoltaneously
promoting health and well being.

WTA singles ranking

97
WTA doubles ranking

Date of birth
June 5th 1998

236

Best singles ranking
58

-

ELENA-GABRIELA RUSE

Date of birth
November 6th 1997

WTA singles ranking

Best doubles ranking

188 32
WTA doubles ranking Carier sinles titles
40 1
Best singles ranking Carirer DT

51

Best doubles ranking
Carier sinles titles

Carirer doubles titles
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IRINA BARA
Date of birth

March 18th 1995

WTA singles ranking Best doubles ranking
194 56

WTA doubles ranking Carier sinles titles

139 -
Best singles ranking Carirer doubles titles
104 1

ANCA TODONI
Date of birth

October 10th 2004
WTA singles ranking Best doubles ranking

261 859
WTA doubles ranking Carier sinles titles
864 -

2 6 Best SR Carirer doubles titles
| 259
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MONICA NICULESCU
Date of birth

September 25th 1987
WTA singles ranking Best doubles ranking
930 11
WTA doubles ranking Carier sinles titles
43 3

Best singles ranking Carirer doubles titles

28 10

HORIA TECAU
Date of birth

January 19th 1985
Captain Best doubles ranking
since 2022 2 (2015)

Pro Carier sinles titles

2003-2022 -

Best singles ranking Carirer doubles titles

326 (2005) 38
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101 1. NOVEMBAR 2023. SPORTSKI CENTAR IBAR, KRALJEVO

PETAK, 10. NOVEMBAR 2023.
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